S4894

were out of Burma for years—not by
choice, I would add—and during this
time many became naturalized citizens
in another country out of necessity.
These men and women are also ineli-
gible to be President.

Deciding who will be the next Bur-
mese President is obviously up to the
people of Burma through their elected
representatives and not up to the inter-
national community. But, at a min-
imum, I believe that otherwise quali-
fied candidates should be permitted to
stand for office.

More important than the provision’s
unfairness for certain Presidential can-
didates is that this provision restricts
the ability of the people of Burma,
through their representatives, to have
a choice in who can hold their highest
office. This is profoundly undemo-
cratic, and it is profoundly undemo-
cratic at a time when Burma’s commit-
ment to democracy is actually open to
question.

It is notable that one apparent road-
block to amending the Presidential eli-
gibility requirement is the fact that
the military holds de facto veto power
over constitutional amendments.
Under the constitution, the military
controls a block of 25 percent of the
parliamentary seats and in excess of a
75-percent vote is required for a con-
stitutional amendment to go forward.
The military controls 25 percent of the
Parliament; they need over 75 percent
of the Parliament to change the con-
stitution. It becomes clear what this is
about.

I understand the Burmese parliamen-
tary committee is in the process of fi-
nalizing plans for the implementation
of constitutional reform, but I am con-
cerned that eligibility changes will ap-
parently not—not—include amending
the narrow restrictions of the constitu-
tion that limit who can run for Presi-
dent. To me, it will be a missed oppor-
tunity if this provision is not revisited
before the 2015 parliamentary elec-
tions.

Modifying this provision is one way
the Burmese Government can display
to the world, in an immediate and
clearly recognizable way, that it re-
mains fully committed to reform. Per-
mitting a broad array of candidates to
run for President is an unmistakable
symbol to the world—even to those
who do not follow Burma closely—that
Burmese reformers actually mean busi-
ness; otherwise, such a restriction will
quite simply cast a pall over the legit-
imacy of the election in the eyes of the
international community and certainly
to Members of the U.S. Senate.

While Congress did not renew the
BFDA’s import ban last year and there
is little appetite to renew the measure
this year, several U.S. sanctions to-
ward Burma remain on the books. They
include restrictions on the importation
of jade and rubies into the United
States and sanctions on individuals
who continue to hinder reform efforts.
It is hard to see how those provisions
get lifted without there being progress
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on the constitutional eligibility issue
and the closely related issue of the le-
gitimacy of the 2015 elections.

As the 2015 elections approach, I urge
the country’s leadership—its President,
Parliament and military—to remain
resolute in confronting the consider-
able obstacles to a more representative
government that Burma faces. That is
the only way the existing sanctions are
going to get removed—the only way.

I wanted to highlight the eligibility
issue as an example of an important
step Burma could take to continue its
reformist momentum. Such a step is of
course necessary but not sufficient. As
I noted, undergirding many of Burma’s
problems is the need to enhance civil-
ian control over the military. This con-
cern manifests itself in many ways, in-
cluding the need to clarify that the
commander in chief serves under the
President and the importance of re-
moving the military’s de facto veto au-
thority over constitutional amend-
ments.

One tool the United States could use
to help reform Burma’s armed forces is
through military-to-military contacts.
I believe that exposure to the most pro-
fessional military in the world—our
own—will help Burma develop a force
that is responsive to civilian control
and to professional standards. Security
assistance and professional military
education are not simply rewards to
partnering countries, as some view
such programs. They are tools with
which we advance our foreign policy
objectives. Helping the Burmese mili-
tary to reform is in our interest but it
cannot be done through mere exhor-
tation; it needs to be done through
training and regular contact with the
highest professional military stand-
ards. Only then, I believe, will the Bur-
mese military see that being under ci-
vilian control is not—mot—inimical to
its interests.

This realization by the Burmese mili-
tary, coupled with a successful 2015
election that is open to all otherwise
qualified Presidential aspirants, will
greatly enhance the cause for reform
and peaceful reconciliation in Burma.

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
SHAHEEN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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TRIBUTE TO JEREMY HOLBROOK

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I rise today to pay tribute to Jeremy
Holbrook a Marine from my home
State, the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky.

Jeremy hails from Magoffin County,
and graduated from Magoffin County
High School in 2004. The attacks of
September 11, 2001, had a profound im-
pact on Jeremy, and inspired him to
enlist in the Marine Corps after grad-
uating at the age of 18.

After completing basic training,
combat training, and tank school, Jer-
emy was deployed to Ramadi as a part
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Despite
being wounded on this first tour, for
which he received the Purple Heart, he
remained determined to serve his coun-
try. Jeremy returned to Iraq for a sec-
ond tour, this time in Fallujah and, as
in his previous tour, participated in
counter-insurgency missions.

Both Jeremy’s uncle and grandfather
served in the U.S. Army, and for Jer-
emy it just made sense to continue
that legacy of service. As he puts it—
“pretty much whenever I saw our Na-
tion needed people to defend our Na-
tion, I felt I needed to take the call,
and that’s what I did.”

Jeremy’s honorable service to this
country is deserving of the praise of
this body. Therefore, I ask that my
Senate colleagues join me in honoring
Jeremy Holbrook.

The Salyersville Independent re-
cently published an article detailing
Holbrook’s two tours in Iraq. I ask
unanimous consent that the full article
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD as follows:

[From the Salyersville Independent, July 3,
2014]
HOLBROOK INSPIRED BY 9/11 TO JOIN MARINES
(By Heather Oney)

The attacks of 9/11 inspired Jeremy Hol-
brook to join the Marines, which took him
on two tours of Iraq.

At 18 years old in 2004, Holbrook enlisted
with the Marines, making his family sad, but
proud, he said. Since his grandfather and
uncle had both been in the Army, he said it
just seemed like the right thing to do.

“Pretty much, whenever I saw our nation
needed people to defend our nation, I felt I
needed to take the call and that’s what I
did,” Holbrook said.

The Magoffin County High School grad
went to boot camp at the Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depot Parris Island in South Carolina
in July 2004, graduating from there in Octo-
ber 2004. He had his combat training at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina, then tank school in
Fort Knox, Kentucky, assigned to the M1A1l
Abrams Tank Crew. He trained for Operation
Iraqi Freedom at Twentynine Palms, Cali-
fornia.

Holbrook did two combat tours in Iraq, the
first time in Ramadi, Iraq, running counter-
insurgency missions, and the second time to
Fallujah, Iraq, where he continued counter-
insurgency missions and route clearing.

Based in an old Iraqi Army barracks, Hol-
brook said the living conditions were dingy
and rundown, with no running water or toi-
lets. With temperatures climbing upward of
150 degrees during the day and 110 degrees at
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